Form N NI-105

Arrice or Onzem ... Fal T U PR e B
o AIBTIET sapmenimiinninnsd Rep HEH,.':!-E A-i-"'-' @'ﬁﬁﬂmﬂ
Project 10.

s el N

Letter file No. -EATU;’.#.EJ’ELL-__LG:DEJ

Number of coples recelved .

by

Ut LASSiriEU

E.y *"‘?’ MERA D'“.‘%«‘.’E’

T

ROUTING SLIP

MavaL INTELLIGENCE DIvisioN

Date af lat.tu:r —

ONI File NDu oo
This slip fe be part af the file record. Fill ant in duplicate

FTEES NI

_March 3, 1941 -

e Sy

L B COVEEREEST FREHT|BE SFffpCE

IA==12384

From— | Offiea Ma. Titla Boam | oo
ey w— 16 Directorol Naval Intelligence | 2709 | .oeeeees Unless otherwise indicated
metter is routed for In-

. | 16=1 Aset. Direetor of Naval Intel- | 2713 || FORMATION,

ligence. B
SE— . Y Administrative Braneh .| 2712 L. _......| Poripx To;
______ A-3 | Mailand Fitew—_____|o7ad L[|’
——— ATChIVES. . reeeer e emem e 2710 ___'.._L(}]I
TS — A—4 | Bupply and Accounting Sec- | 2712 |

tion—Chief Clerk. dvanes eoples to:
P — A=f | Translations. - AR b
S AB | Rentrven oo sseaniea| 2817 e
PR 16-B Domestic and Special Intel- | 1052 |

ligenee Branch, Comment and/or recommen-
............. B-3 | Investigation®.e e | 1052 | | iectivnrtoe -
S B-4 | Seourlty IHEL Eiin s "
= e B-5 | Commerce and Travel.......... i O i '|
R B-& | Plant Protection._. B i g SR
oo B8 | Coastal Intelligenes............. 2 § (] ST Y o
crenns| JEEG Tublic Relations Branoh. .| 20764 . ... ..
R AL C-2 | Preas. sl AUTE L diaic y

T
BLEE 16-D Cennaorship Branch. ... | 1T11A ...
__________ 16~E | Historioal Braneh™ o | 2726 | .2 .2 ;
it E-2 | WarRecordn___ . | 3836 |.... |
May-2 2 194ke-F | Foreigo Intelligence Bran ﬁpﬁ =L -
! |
M&HF_E._ el "1 F=1 Hflh-l-h Emp[r& OO, | Il v s = A o, . W .

R F-2 +| Far East___ - 2Tad ’ _
- F-3 | Western Burepa. .| 2715 [ A
—— F-4 | Central Burope.___.______ . .| 27258 | ... ..
) -5 | Eaetern Europe I 1 S
pe— <& | Belkanas and Mear Esat........| 2725 | ...
et F-7 | Latin Americh...cccecennemmmeeees| SB38 |orscescomsnes
azemioe o 16X Pianning Branch. ... 2704 | _____*_
_____________ 16-2 Dissamindtion Branch__........| 2708 L___________. |

Finlghed file in mall room .o oeon oo




| L i Pdkidal B

By 27 _ NARA Dzle

FATU/48/5% UNITED STATHS FLEZT
PRbject 10. ATRCRAFT BATTLE FORCE
005 ) FLEST ATRCRAFT TACTICAL UIFIT

Kavel Air Station
2 C, San Diego, Calif.
liarch 3, 1941,

s r
S ;EEL Er{l:ltﬁl:‘i;" Ny,

th "Wf ? Cr

From: Officer-in-Charze. e E%@
dif= Comuender-in-Cilef, U.5. Pacific Fleet; Comaender=o :

in-Chief, U.S. Atlantic Fleeti; Commander-in-Chief,

U.5. hoiatic Fleet; Force and Tyse comienders,

Cerrier Divisicn Ccmnenders, Carrier Ccmmanding

Officers, Airecraft Wing and Group Commanders,

U.5. Fleet.

Subject: Resorts of Air Cpersticns.

Enclosure: (A) Surmery llc. 7-41 (A).
(Limlted Distribution)

14 By directicn of the Commander-in-Chief, enclecsure (A)
ig forvarded herewith for disseminaticn simong the commissioned

officers of the Fleet.

Sa In order tc avold Jjecpardizing the sources cf this
information, it is imperetive that its classification as SECRET
be observed,

3 This informaticn, cobtained from the Division of
Naval Intelligence sources, has veen reproduced by the Fleetb
Airecraft Tactical Unit. Any request for asdditional copies of
tilis document will be 1ace to the Cificer-in-Charge, Fleet
Aireraft Tactical Unit, end not to the Divisicn of Naval
Intellizence,

4, Additicnal copies shall not be mede, and the
enclosure shall be destroved when no furtiher use is tc be made
of the information contaired Fgﬁiﬁgn.

: Ce.C FIL

dided.

A =
; 4

AFR -2 1941 ..Q AP
DISTRIBUTICH: ROUTE -«
As per next page. g
I 1l HG.I i-l-:‘- .."'i
Serial Ho. _____'@___i‘ File éf]C{q L
Doa. Ho. ok i

@‘:‘*ﬁb . 2 of5.. AUBREY W. FITCH -
GA&Q D e A .~ ~= Rear Admirsl, U. 8. Navy,
PAUL D. STROCP, 1 .Genmenser Carrier Division (ne

Fla; Secretary. S E c R ET



Fﬂmm.ﬁfﬂfl‘iﬂm ARCHNES

e

=
a8

3
i - . 1.

S ECRET

ATR OPERATIONS SUMMARY NO., 7-41 (A)

DECLASSIHIELD
Authoriy AP 265 0hd

By 7Y NiRA 0zt S5

—mrm e die

i

U.S5, FLEET AIRCRAFT TACTICAL ULIT

- (Date of compllation:

DISTRIBUTION

CinCpac
Combatfor
Combetship
Comerubatf

=
or

Comdesgbatfor
Comairbatfor
Cominbatfor

Comscofor

Comecruscofor

Comairscofor

Comsubsecofl
Combesefor

or

C.G. TP,
CinClantf}t

Combatdiv

*‘Comecrulantflt
Comdeslantflt
Comtrainlentflt
Comairlancilt
Comsublantflt

1

Concardiv
Compatwing
Compatwing
Compatwing
Compeatwing
Compatwing
Conpatwing
Compatwing
Comutwing
Lexzington
Saratoga
Ranger
Yorlktown
Enterprise
Wasp

CLAG

C34l

CRAG

CYAG

CEAG

CWAG

]

=] N > A MO -

Marec

h 3, 1941)

DISTRIEUTICN RECCRD

CaG. Marine Air Wing

ﬂirgrunum 1st LAG

7-41 (A)

COPY- IO,

1, 55=154



Il=lEl‘Ft-E'_l:n.ll:Ecr AT THE RATICINAL ARCHIYES ' DEEMES!HEU
—_— - Ausority B0 2652

; ay Y wipA Dxte 218

" =

SECRET

DISTRIBUTION (BONT'D)

DISTRIBUTION COFY NO.
Airgrucom end MAG 45
CNO (DFT & DNI) 46 47 48
Buaer 49
Asst, CofS G-2 USA o0
Chief of Air Corps ol G52 55
CinC Asiatic 54

7-41(A)



rngpm:m.nﬂ MATIDNAL ARCHIVES DECLASSIH U

g’ Autsority AP 7ff;§i

By 7Y nirA Dzte 22/58

S ECRET

A, AIR OPERATIONS - BRITISH ATTACK GN_THHAHTG'GH THE NIGHT OF
llflEfHGVEMEER.lﬁuﬂi '

Enclosures: A - Sketch
B - ILLUSTRIOUS Report of Attaclh

The followlng cbservatlons ‘supplement the enclosed report:

1. Previous Training:

Night attacks weres made on Rhodes, Leros and Tobruk as
well as a torpedo and bombing attack on Benghazi. The pllotsa
were therefore reasonebly experlenced in night flying.

In addition several practice torpedo attacks were made
on the British Fleet while at sea,

A study was made of excellent alr photos of ghips, nets,
defenses and harbor of Taranto. :

2. Material:

The torpedoes were set to & depth of 335 feet with a
run of about 3,000 yards at 27 knots. The duplex pistol, inatead
of arming itself after 400 yards of run, was set to arm ltselfl
at 250 yards. Each torpedo plane carried one 18-inch 1500-1b.
SAP hombs and one flare, Each flare dropper carried four 250-1b.
SAP bombe and 16 flares,

3. ‘Inastructions:

The sguadron was to separate by -the entrance to the Bay
of Taranto, torpedo planes golng to the left and bombers and -
flare droppers to the right.

The bombers were to distract and occupy the AA batterles
wvhile the torpedo planes made thelr attack.

: The torpedo attack was to be determined and the torpedoes
were to be dropped inside of the nets at under 1,000 yerds range
and below 75 feet, speed at the time of dropping to be under 125
knots with the plans level, After the attack the planes were to
turn sharp right or left, watch for and stay close to the barges
flying the balloons and go out by the island in the center of
the Bay. (S5ee skstch) | .

The flares were to be used in order to judge the asight
of the plane from the water., The moon was high and the direction
such that the attack could not be made in the dirsction of the
moon. Flarss were to be dropped every minute from 5,C00 to
7,000 feet, the parachute operir: up at 2,000 to 3,000 feeténd
the flare burning for about three minutes, The second flare

T_ul {ﬁ]l P&EE pt 5
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dropper was to remain at the initial position and watch the flares
of the first dropper, then to follow the, first flare dropper, drop-
ping flares in any vacant spaces and to continue the line of flares.
The flare droppers were then to bomb the smaller ships in the inner
basin, s =i g, A

: The bombera were to approach from the right or the same
.8ide as the flare droppers, dive from about 10,000 feet at an
angle of about 30° to & release polnt of below 2,000 feet, and
drop their bombs in a stlek pattern on small ships 1in the inner
basin, on-‘o0il tanks and other suiteble targets, '

4, Torpedo Planes.- As each pllot returned he reported
intensze AA Tire and that he could not have helped making & hit
with his torpedo. None =aw the balloons but several saw the
barges and kept cloee to them. . However, the observers in the
planes did see numerous balloons closeby.

Bombers - The bombers dld not see anﬁ axplnsinﬁ&-sn were
much in the derk as to whether they had made any hits.

~ Flares - The flares produced excellent 11lumination for
the second attack but in the latter .atages of the first attack
the 1llumination went out, ; . ' '

5. Ens position: Hydrophonss or cther detection devices
gave warning o he approach of the -Britlsh alrcraft for fire was
opened at the outer edge of the Bay before the. planes were over
the AA guna, %he firing dwindled slightly from the outer Bay to
the Inner harbor where 1t then became intense and close,

The AA problem was & difficult one for the Italians to
solve for the attackihg alrcraft came in from approximately
twelve different bearings, most of them considerable separated
from each other, The Italians did not use searchlights,

The Itallans used colored traﬁera--.raﬂ, wﬁite, blus |
end green,

On two planes thﬂf ieturnaﬁ,-une had & ﬁwonuunﬂEr hole,
in one wing and the other had a sma&ll nick in the end of -ons wing.

Of the two-missing planea, one was pleked up on the RDF
scresn, 1t approached.wlithin 25 mliless of the ship and then went,
off to the coast of Greece to bbtaln o landfall, -then headed
agaln for the ship and came within 30 miles, then headed back for
the Gresk coast and was lost on the screen.  The other plane
apparently was shot down or had.a forced landing and the crew
are prisioners in Italy. ' - :

7-41 (A). Page 2.
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6. Carrier Night Operations:

There was & string of neon lights amidships on the fore-
castle and a line of lights port and sterboard to aid in taking off.

Red obstruction lighte marked the superstructurs.

Flame floats with delay actlon were dropped astsrn for
ald to returning flyers,

Heon batons were used by the officer contralllng the
landings,

Green and red arrow directing batons were used for direct-
ing and spotting the planes around the deck. '

Each plane had & light on its undercarriage by the arrester
and turned on its running lights just before landing.

Each side of the stern was 1igh£aﬂ by a green &nd red
shaded 1light,

The carrier blinked the letters P and 3 from the port
and starboard aides of the ship as an ald te returning pllots.

Ts Leasnné:

AA fire is not effective., Even with RDF instruments
it 18 guestionable whether a2 gun can be *ept on the rapidly
changing bearing of a fast, low flying alrcraft.

. Apparently the best night attack on ships in a harbor

is to fly so low between ships that 1f the ships fire they will
hit each other, :

The Taranto attack was about as near an approach.to the
one man torpedo as will be cobtained. Seldom will such & determined
attack be made. I attended all the conferences of the pilots
before and after the attack and saw them personslly before and
after they made the attaclk, It is doubtful in my mind whether
if the second attack had been carried out the pilots could have
2tood up under the strain and gone through AA fire agaln.

The difflculties of defending ships on moonlight nights
in & harbor are numerous and 3sone belleve it 1s better to keep
the Fleet at sea on such occaslons,

I talked to British pilots some days before the attack
and they expected about 90 percent of torpedo hits, The British
belleve that the torpedo plane attack made at dawn or dusk oxr
under moonllight conditions ies the best Torm of plane attack.

7-4%1 (A). Page 3.
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The British Navy has definitely’ given up high Tevel humbing and 4
its second choice to the torpedo attack is the dive bombing
attack, They do not advocate steep dive bombing attacks bscause
they do not want 'to lose eo=ntroliof the plane and experlence

losz of curraﬂtiun cf aim during thE diva.

ILLUSTRIOUS HEPDRT OF ATTAGE {EHELGSUHE B)
2. Tha prnpuaad pl&n was as follows :=-

(1) H,M.5, "TLLUSTRIOUS" and escort to be ‘in position 270 .
degrees Kabbo Polnt (Cephalonia) 40 miles at 2000 on
November:-1llth and fly off the first range of 12 air-
eraft at that time. The gecond range of 12 alrcraft
to be flown off in about the same position at 2100.

(L1) The first attack to be made at ahuut ool and the segond
at about 2345 and aireraft to be landed on in pcsitinn
270 degrees Kabbe Pnint 20 mllea.

(i1i) Both attacks to be narried out in the fullcwing form :-

"The squadron of 12 alrcraft to pass up the centre
of the Gulf of Taranto and approach the harbour from the
south-west, The primary attack to be by six torpedo
alreraft against the battleships in the Mar Grande. This
attack to be immediately preceded by two alrcraft drupping
flares (and bombs) along the eastern side of the Mar
Grande in order to 1lluminate the targets and diatract -
attention- from the torpedo aireraft, and by four airuraft
making a dive bomb attack on the attractive target
presented by the line of cruisere and destroyers in the
Mar Plecolo, It was expected that this attank would &also
distract attention from the torpedo attack!

HARRATIVE

Preliminanr anamanta.

2 P "IILUBTRIDUE" had left Alexandris onh November 6th with
?Ea Hadégarranaan Fleet 1n order to carry out Operation “Cast"
Bl ]

4. Before sailing from Alexsndria, in order to provide the
maximum number of alrcraft that could be flown off in two ranges
with no surfece wind (24), and as "EAGLE", to thelr great disap-
pointment, was unable to take part in the goperation due to
defective patrol tanks, eight pllots and elight observers were
embarked in "ILLUSTRIOUS" from "EAGLE", &1l being experienced in
night flying. Fiva nf "EAGIE"'s 8Bwordfish were also embarkad.-

7-41 (A). Page b,
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5. 11 3wordfish sircraft embarked were fitted with the 60
gallon internal auxlllary petrol tanks.

. 6. The only incidents that s8ffscted the opeération during
the preliminary movements were that one Swordfish forced landed
in the sea on November 9th, 10th and 11lth respectively and the
aireraft were lost, thus reducing the number available for the
Strikling Force to 21, The erews were, however, picked up, two
crews returning to "ILLUSTRIOUS" at Maltai the third being picked
up by "GLOUCESTER" and flown. on board in "GLOUCESTER's" Walrus
in time to take part in the operation, R :

T« While at Malta the opportunity was taken to discuss
with Alr Officer Commanding, Mediterranean, the reconnaissangce
anc meteorologlcal forecasts regulred, and as the mornlng .of -
November 1lth one aircraft was flown to Malta to collect some
extremely good photographs of Taranto taken by the Royal Alr
Force on the previous day. Further reports were received from
Air Officer Commanding, Mediterranean and Royal Alr Force
reconnaissance aircraft during the day confirming that no .-
important movements had taken place, and a Royal Air Force
alreraft carried out & patrol of the Gulf of Taranto until 2230
to ensure that the Italian Fleet did not leave harbour unobserved,

Flying off Alrcraft.

- 8. At 1800 on the 1lth in position 370 33! N 10°.35¢' R
,ILLUSTRIOUS" and escort comprising 3rd Gruiser Squadron
GLOUCESTER" (C.S5.3) "BERWICK, "CLASGOW", "YORK", "HYPERION"
(D.2) "ILEX", "HOVEY", and "HERON" were detached by Commander-in-
Chief and steered as requisite for the flying off position.

9. At 2035 the first range commenced to fly off, course
060° speed 28 knots and all twelve alrcraft of the first striking
force were off by 2040, The surface wind at this time was light
and variable, the upper winds westerly and about ten knots and
8/10 thin eloud at 8000 feet, The moon was three gquarters full.:

10, The secorid range of nine aireraft commenced flying off
at 2128 and ‘8 aircraft were off by 2134, The ninth alrcraft
(Clifford Going) was accldentally demaged and had to be struck
down to the hanger for repairs to the wing fabrie, It was at
first considered that this alreraft could not be flown off in
time for the attack but in view of the confidence of the crew
that they could catch up, and their keenness to take part in
the attack, it was flown off at 2158, . : ;

7-41 (a), Page 5.



l_l_‘llmhrlrlmmmmg' - UCLLASSIFIEY
— & Auhoriy D265 ¢
By 777 _ NERA Dzte
SECRET

yarratiﬁa-nf First Attack

1l., The first striking force having taken off Tormed up In
a position 8 miles 015° from the positon of "ILLUSTRIOUS" at the
time of flying off, and at 2037 set course for Tarantoc then
distant 170 miles. 7 _

. 12.. At 2115 when at a helght of 4500 feet the sguadron
entered the base of a cumulas cloud and some: aircraft became
gseparated with result that the whole squadron of twelve did not
arrive at Taranto simultaneously. ) . -

13, The sguadron commander continued wlth. elght alrcraft
(5 Torpedo, 2 flare droppers and one bomber), They sighted flashes
of H.E. at 2252, At 2256 the flare droppers were detalled to lay
thelr flaresz along the eaztern side of the herbour. The octher
four aircraft having lost their leader, 2ll made their attacks
independently. '

14, INDIVIDUAL NARRATIVES OF PLANE.CREWS,
Y- e )

Task: Torpedo attack on battleflést,

, Did not return, lLast seen by ( i1 ) at 4000 feet over
8an Pietro Island. '

(2L < (L )
Task: Thrpadb attack on battleship,

Came in at 4000 feet over San Pietro Island with ( 1 )
who was last seen at 4000 feet over the centre of the Mar Grande.
At this point the pililot broke asway and started his dive. The:
alrcraft waes down on the water about half way across the Mar
Grande and the Taranto Shodl Breakwater was crossed &bout 2/3rds
of 1ts length from the shore at & height of 30 feet and the
floating dock was observed to starboard. Thﬂvuriﬁinal intentlion
hd been to atrike at the more southerly "Littorio” but the pillot
was unegble to identify it. He sav, however, the most easterly
"Cavour"” directly ahead and he dropped his torpedo at a range of
approximately 700 yarde,  An explosion, probebly that of ‘the -
torpedo, was. observed at the .ship about & minute later. !Get
away' was made by a shap 180° turn . to port over the Taranto shoal
breckwater, Intense A,A, fire was experienced . from the batteries
at the entrance to the harbour both during the approach and the
'getavay'!, The alrcraft landed on at 0120.

7-41 (A). Page 6.
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(iv)

(v)

Task:'Tﬁrﬁaﬂn attack on battleship. ”

This eireraft was part of the Sub-Flight led by ( -1 )
and its narretive follows closely thet of (_ii 7, the
most easterly "Cavour" being the target in this case
also., The torpedo was dropped at approximately 600
yards range, While making a 'get away' balloons were
seen by the observer. in a line outside the Tarante shoal
breakwater at 1000 feet. A.A. fire was experlenced
from the batteries on the eastern side of the harbour
and from the southern batteries during the tget away!',
EEE aircraft returned wlthout incident and landed on at
£5.

)
Task: Torpedo attack on the battleshipa?*

Came in from the west over the westerly breakwater at a
height of 4000 feet. At that time A.,A. fire was met
from Romdinella point on the malnland and from Lo Soanne
on San Pletro Island, Fire was continual from batteries
along the shore as the aircraft dived down to a position
midway between Taranto Island and the most northerly
cruiser, there the pilot flattened ocut on a line for the
more northerly battleship of the "Littorio™ class,

Frior to reachinhg’ the water level intense A.A. Tire was
met from the cruisers end from small merchant vessels
lying nshore off Taranto Island, Projectiles from the
crulsers were observed %o hit the merchant vessels and
the fire only ceased when the eireralft passed between
the merchant ships. The torpedo was dropped at 2318

in a position estimated at 1000 yerds from the "Littorio®
and the pilot was satisfied that the aim wes accurate.
The observer saw the torpedo running correctly. Immed-
iately after the drop, fire was re-opened from the
c¢ruisers, The pilot then turned to starboard a=-nd
passed sllightly to the westward of the end of the break-
water willelr extconds from the easterm shore to Taranto
shoal. He continued flying a southerly course until
clear, A fire was ohbserved in the direction of the

seaplane hangare. The alrcraft then returned to the
ship without incident,

L. y
Task: Torpedo attack on battleships,

‘Having got detached from the lesder this pilot waited

off the harbowt for ¢ hour for the arrival of the other
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aireraft, The first flarewas seen and the pilot came
in at 1000 feet over the westerly breskwater, '
encountering sever A.A. fire from the ships and
batteries at the entrance. Flying easterly across the
Mar Grands and losing leight 'until r eaching the end of
the Tarante Shoal breakwater he made a sharp turn to
port so as to approach the more northerly "Littorio"
from the cast., The torpedo was dropped at about 2215 at
a range of epproximately 400 yards and the gireraft
continued passing directly over the "Littorio"™. A
column of smoke was cobserved to arlae suddenly from
directly abaft the funnels of the nLittorio™. The 'get

-away' wag mede past the eruisers who fired at the alreraft

(vi)

(vii)

and over San Pietro Island where severe A.A, Tire

was encountered. Three balloons rournd the harbour were
observed to ecatech fire, probably s a résult of the
enemy's own A,A, fire, "ILLUSTRIQUS" was sighted at
0140 end the aircraft landed on 10 minutes later.

( )
Taak- Torpedo ﬂttack nn battleships.

Carme in over land nnrth of “Rendinells Point encountering
A.A. fire from the end of the Poiant, followed by fire
from the ' cruisers &nd from the entrance to the canal
while glidinz dovm: to' the torpedo dropping position
approxXimately 4 cables .,.ss++ OFf the mouth of the canal.
When the aircraft reached the water the fire was

passing overhead and the pilot was able to flatten out .
and meke an accurate drop at the more southerly "Littorio"
at a range of a pproximately 1300 yards., The cbserver
saw the torpedoc run. After dropping, the pilot nade a
sharp turn to starboard, doubled back amongat the
merchant ships off the cammarnial basin arnd then over
the nnrtharn end of San Pietro Island out to sea
encountering severe A.A. . pom pom fire from Lo Soenne
Point on the northerly extremity of the islend. The
aireraft then returned to the ship without inecident,

 ERNLI

Task: To drop flares aleng the eastern shore and S.A.P.
bombs on eny convenient target.

The airocraft was detached by the Squadron Commander off
Cape San Vito and came in at 7500 feet, = Over Cape Ban
Vito and the promintory H.E. A.A. fire was encountered.
Commeneing at 2302 a lire of eight flares was dropped
at helf mile intervals met burp at 4500 feet, After the

7=41 (A), Page B
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flares had been éropped and appeared to be providing
satisfactory illumination, the pllot turned to star-
board and @ruised around for 15-20 minutes looking for
a target, and then made a dive bombing attack on the
most southerly oil stowage depot from which a pipe line
leads to the new jetty. No results were obgerved. 'Geb
away' was made at E325 in a southerly direection.
"ILLUSTRICUS" was sighted at 0112 and the elrcraft
landed on at 0120.

( )
Task: Stand by Tlare dropper,

Came in astern of ( ¥ii ) but as the first flares
appeared satisfactoTy no flares were dropped, The course
flown and t?m A.A. Tire experienced was the same as that
by ( wiil and the same oil storage depot wes the
tgrgat gu: a dive bombing attack but no results were
observed,- T

i .3

Task: Dive bombing attack on the line of tcruisers and
destroyers moored stem on against the quay side on the
south of the Mar Piccolo, ;

The aireraft came in at 8500 feet over San Pietro Island
at 2308, encountering fire from both Islands and from
Rondinella Point crossed t he Mar Grande and the canal
and to the middle of the weastern portion of the Mar
Pleccolo., Difficulty was experienced at first in
identifying the Tarset which appeared to be in a shadow
but two minutes after crossing the canal the target was
identified and & dive bombing attack was made from 1500
feet obliquely across two cruisers along Jjetty at 2315,
Pom pom fire from a number of .points along the quay side,
and from the cruisers in the Mar Piccolo was encountered,
The pllet then turned east and sbout five minutes later
& large fire was observed Ifrom-the directlon of the sea-
plane base, TFurther anti-airecraft fire wes met from a
point neer the village of San Gorgie but this was
avolded by diving behind the neighbouring range of hills,
The aircraft crossed the coast in a southerly direction
some 8 miles east of Taranto harbour, "ILLUSTRIQUS" was
sighted at 0135 znd landed on at 0155.
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Task? Dive Bembing attack on cruisers and ‘destroyers
in the Mar Piccolo..

Coming in at a height of 8000 feet over the western
mainland and diving to 1500 feet over the Mar Pieccolo,
the pilot was unable to identify the target. He
aocordingly continued along the southera shore of the
Mar Piccolo and delivered an attack on. the seaplane

_base. from a height of 500 feet: ‘A direct hit on one

hangar and other hits on the sideways were observed and
a large explosion occured in-the hanger. Much pom pam
and machine gun fire was met, it being particulerly
intense just after the attack. The dircraft made its
tget awey' to, the south . and went out to sea about 5 miles
east of the harbour and returned to the ship without
inocident,

TR

Task: Dive bombing a ttack on eruisers and destroyers
in the Mar Pieccolo. :

This aireraft was separated from the leader and arrived
as the first flare was dropped and ceme in east of

~Cape San Vito, a large fire being observed.onthe oll
.storage depot previously attacked by the flare dropping

aircraft, No A.A. fire was met until that from a
position 1400 yards H.E, of the oil storage depot.

- 0n reaching the Mer Pleccole the pilet turned to port

and delivered his attack on the target from N.E. to
8,E., Treleasing at 1500 feet, The first bamb hit the
water: short of the two ¢ rulsers but the remainder
should have hit the cruiser aslthough no immediate
results were obeserved. Intense A.A. Tire from the
eruisers moored in t he Mar Plocolo was met throughout
the dive, The pilot was uncertain whether his bombs

had released and circled the western basin of the Mar

Pieccolo and repeated the attack, The 'get away! was
made to the northeast, the aircraft golng out to sea
about - 5'mlles west of the harbour. While golng ocut a
flash and blg fire was seen near the seaplane hangar,

( 18
Task: Dive bombing attack on erulsers and destroyers in

This aircraft a rrived when tha ettack was in progress
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and ceme in east of Capo San Vito while the flares were
dropping. The pilot centinued until the eastern end of
the Mar Piceclo was reached and turning to port flew
along the southern shore., The attackwas delivered
from 3000 feet, the bombs dropping in a line running
from E. to W. commenclng by the most - 'eastern jetty and
extending aeorcoss four of the destroyers to the most
westerly cruiser in the lihe, The pileot made his 'get
away' turning sharply 180 to port over the land and
returning by the way he had come. A big fire near the
seaplane hangar was observed., The aireraft returned to
the ship without incident,

IFARRATIVE OF SECC:D ATTACK.

15, The second striking force formed up in position 8 miles,
130 degreea from H.M.8., "ILLUSTRICUS™ at a distance of 197 miles
from Taranto and took departure at 2145 at a geight of 3,000 feet.

16, / ) were in an aircraft which was fitted with an
ezternal overioad petrol tank, At 2205 the tank fell off end tie
securing straps began to bang on the fuselaze; tne pileot was there-
fcre forced to return to tile carrier, On a>-roaching the nosition
cf the ship the observer fired a Red Verey Light to indicate that
the aircraft was returning in distress, but as it was not expected
H,Ii, Ships "ILLUSTRICUS"™ and "BERWICK" opened fire, The aircraft
then fired a 2 star identification light and gunfire ceased. The
aircraft remained outslde gunrange for another 15 minutes, then
made a further mp-roach and was landed on.

17. At 2250 the Squadron comaienced to clinb and at 2315
sighted flares and anti-aircraft fire from Taranto, a distance of
60 miles, and intermittent firing continued until at 2350, when at
8,000 feet, the North-west shore of the Gulf of Taranto was sighted
and the Sgusasdron turned to the North-east. ;

1le. At 2255 the flare droopers were detached ahd the remainder
ccntinued into atteeck. Indlvidual narratives are as follows:

(1) [ )

Task - Torpedo attack.

Considerable fire wes experienced froum Sen Pietro Islend
during the last stazes of the ap-reoach, and the aircraft
caile in 1 mile North of Rondinella point at 5;000 feet,
and zlided dovmn over the CCLEHCIAL BASIN, being fired
at from the eastern corner of the basin. The pilot then
steered directly for the more northerly battleship. of
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the LITUCRIO .class, tineitorpedosbeing dropred at a range
of arronimately 700 yvards. . The [eteway was rnade to gtar-
board and the:aiveraft.massed just:nerth of tihe Taranto
shodl Brealorater,  The observer - aay ballcons-at ajn roxl=-
‘mately 3,000 feed ené the pilot, seeingy nooying barges,
aveidsed them,  Anti~airersft fire ves.net intgrmlttently_
throuziaout atteck - particularly from desiroyers on leaving
H,1.8, ~"ILLUSTRICUS" .wgs sighted at.Ql55 end alrcraft
lanced.on at 0200, 3

(ady g )

Task - Tornedo athtack.

This aireraft is missing. It wae last ‘séen followlng the
Scusdron Commender over Rondinella Polnd, :

) s e e )

Task - Torpedo atiack.

Care. 'in astern of the Squadron Coitmander cover, Rondinella.
Point, gliding down to.a point 8% cables south of..the
¢anal. The tornedc wids' aropued at the-most northerly, -
cavour at a ‘ran-e of esoroxiusbely 800 yerds. - "Get,Away"-
‘yjae made,by'turning. sHarsly to Btaridcardc beguweefl TWo
.eruisers ené over Lo Séerna Point.on San Pietp Island.
Severe énti-aircraft fire was .received from.batteries.on -
each side of the southern end of .the Canal, and from :
eruisers and destrovers in the Mar Grande, When leaving,
g fire and vetrol.smoke were observed near.ihe power, ..
station on the mainland ‘behind Rondinella point. -Aircraft.
lended on at 0230, : : ' '

(iv) | [ R

Task - Torpedo attack,

Ceme in over Caje Rondinella, astern of the Sguadron
Comaander, ond sliced dovm to & point 5 cables south of
the Canal. Anti-aircraft fire was experienced Trom 3
positions on Taranto Islsnd. from bhe cruisers and tae
lergest battleshkis, It is probable that the alreraft
was silhcuatted to.the cruisezs Ly .the:light of the
flares. Tae.tornedo iwvas-dro:ped-at the more noriierly .
LITTCRIC at a range .of ap roximately 700 yards. ~"Get-
Lwer" was made B turniag -to starboard, out between San
Paolo Islané and. the .submersed varrler rumnlnz from the
pastarn mainland. . Pon—-Poa ané meedine.zun fire.was met
frci: Sanr Psolo, San FPieiro, and fromn smell cate vessels
in the gas on thdlway out. »Fhe aireraft landed cn at 0215.

7-41 (A). Paze 18,
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(vi)

{wii)

Task - Toroedo attack.

Came in mstern: of the Sguadron Cormmander over Roendinella
Point, over Mar Piccolo and the Town of Taranto, and
turned to starboard to the centre.of the:'Mar Grandce.
Encountering a balloon which was avoided, the pilot tlen
dived dom te attﬂcg, during waich perlﬂﬂ the aircraft

.received hits from machine -un bullets, one of which hit

the outer aileron rod, putting the aircraft terLperarily
out of vontreol., Control was however resained and the
tornedo was dropoed et a range estimated at 500 yards

on the port guarter of one of tiae "LITTGRICY's, "Cet-
Avzay™ was mace by turning sharply to starboard and tie
aircraft went out to asss over the northern »oint ol Sen
Pietro, Intense anti-aircraft fire was directed towards
the aireraft during: the "set-away" end a hit was received
on the- port wing proaahly from a 40 m.m. ‘explogive
rojectile, Aircraft lanced on at about 0205.

{ais i )

Teslk .+ Dronning Flares,

Came in over Cape San Vito at 7,500 feet, and dived to
5,000 feet, dropping e line eof flares at interveals of

15 seconGs to tae eastward of the aarbour. Pom-hom

fire was experienced when coming over :.Cape San, Vite and.
H.E. while releasing the flaras. ATter ﬂrngglng all
flares successfully,; this eircraft delivered a dive - =
bomblng attack froa a height of 2,500 feet on the oil .
storage depot. A small Tire was nauaed. The aircraft
made g ": et—away“ well to the eastward and landed on 'at
0830. i

Tasl - Drnﬁﬁina Flares.

Aﬁ“ruaﬂﬂ course was sinilar to (vi) excent that tioe
flares were dropped south<east of the harbour. -Eight
flares were érojned at.betirecn 6,500 feet and S,GGE
Teel, set to burn 5,000 feet lﬂwer. Bowbe were drojped
Lear tma oil EtﬂIE$E Depot, but it is not considered
that hits had heat secured, Afit-airecraft fire sinilar
to that of ( ) vaa experienced, some of the
bursts during tHE diwe. bomb attack heiu= narticularly
close, . The aircraft landed on at BEGQ
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Task - Bombing Cruisers and Destroyers in Uar Picolo.

This airecraft started % hour late as stated in paragraph
10 and arrived at Taranto when the second attack was
already in progress, The aircraft came in over the land
about 5 miles east of the harbour entrance, and steered
straigint over the dockyard to the far side of the Mar
Picolo, Turning to nort a dive bombing attack was nade
from 2,500 feet along the line of eruisers and destroyers
from west to east, A stick of 250-1lb., S.A.F. bombs was
dro>-ed across the cruisers. The »nilot then turned north
across the Mar Picolo, later swinsing to starboard

ané returning over the mainland and out to sea about 5
miles eastward of the harbour entrance.

A lerze Iire in one of the battleships was seen
to-be raging Tor over 5 minutes, Anti-aircraft fire was
eiperienced tiie whole time the aircraft wea over the land,
the pon=norl Tire beinz particularly intense during
the boubing attack. Airoraft lanﬁed cn at 0250.:

. All aireraft, excejt the two missing, were landed on by

and the Forece rﬁjnlned the Comiander-in-Chief at 0730.

t is noteworthy that the enemy 4id not use the search-
gt all during either of the attacks.

RESULTS CF THE ATTACKS.

2l.

only informaticn so far available of the results of

the ettacks are gs follows:

"g) COne LITTCRIO class is dowm by the bows with forecastle
awash and a heavy list to storboard., Numerous auxiliaries

alengside,

"b) Cne CAVOUR class beached np;usiﬁe entrance to gfaving
dock under construction, Stern ineluding 'Y' turret is
under water. Shin is heavily listed to starboard,.

") Inner harbour: £ cruisers are listed to starboard and
are surrounded by oil fuel.

"ad) Two auxiliaries off commercial basin aprear: tn have

stern unﬂar'watar.
¥ * 3 * * % * *

"The stem cnl? of northern CAVOUR class battleship shows
on Shotograph but by fix from entrance of Passaglo Picolo
waich also Jjust shows the bows is in about 4 fathoms.

7-41 (A). Pagze 14.
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There is oil round the stem and it seens certain the shi; Has Yeen
beasched, The remaining one LITTCRIC and two CAVOUR class battle-

ghiss as-ear undamaged,

Royal Air Force Co-operaticn.

22 . The excellent photogrephic recannaissance promoted by
the Royal Alr Force was a most important factor in the success of
this operation. The accurate metecrological forecast from Malta
was also most useful,

Repetition.

23 . It was propoesed to repeat the operation on the following
nizht and a striking force of 15 airceraft comprising 6 torpedo
aircraft, 7 dive bombers and 2 flare droppers was prepared, but
.the operation was cencelled owlng to the unfevouratble weathsr
reports,

Ganera@ Remarks,

24, Duplex Pistol.

There was considereble debate a3 to the wisdom of using
Duplex pistols in such constricted waters. ‘It was decided to run
off 100 yards of the safety range and the battery resistance was
removed to ingure that the torpedoes would remain dengerous on
completion of their run,

The decision to use them was ipdeed fortunate as ths
results could not have been obtained by eny other weapon,

To those whose faith in this weapon has remained unshaken
the greatest honour is due and their faith has bteen amply justified
by three battleships being either sunk or croppled by 9 or possibly
1l-18 torpedoes.

25, Spirit in which the attack was made.

This attack was ¢ arried out under somewhat difficult
conditions. Owing to the heavy Fleet programme no rehearsal had
been possible, Aireraft from H,M,S5. "EAGLE" were embarked the day
before leaving harbour and had had no previcus experience of
landing on H.M,8. "ILLUSTRICUS"'s deck or of our controlled land-
ings and ¥ he use of t.he b-arrior. A third ob-stacle was present-
ed by the discovery that our petrol was contaminated, thres sword-
fish being lost on the preceding dey from this eause, In spite of
this the zeal end enthusiasm of everyone to carry out this great
enterprise was unabated end it is impossible to praise too highly
those who in these comparestively slow machines made studied snd
accurate attacks in the midst of intense anti-airecraft fire,

T-41 {-&-]l Pﬂ.gﬂ‘- 15
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86 THE FLEET ATR ARM.

-Although the propeér function of the Fleet Air Arm may ,
parhaps ﬁe the operation of a Areraft against an enemy in the ‘open
soa 1t has been demonstrateéd before, and repeated in no undertain
fashion by this successg that the ability to strikes unexpectedly is
conferred by the Fleet Alr Arm.

It is often felt that this arm which has had a long
struggle with adverse opinion and its unspectacular aireraft is
underestimated in its power. .It 1s hoped that this victory will
be considered-a suitable reward to those whose work and faith
in the Fleet Alr Arm has.made 1t posaible,

k K % %k ok ok ok ok K k ¥ ok

END
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